Sayings of Layman P'ang #1: Suddenly Stopping the World

The Layman named P'ang-yun (Ho-un) lived in the city of Heng-yang but was born in the province of Hsiang. He was known as Tao-hsuan (Dogen). In his youth, he was a Confucian scholar who became concerned about the nature of the human condition and sought to understand the reality of it.
In the first year of the Chen—yuan period, the Layman went to‘ see Zen Master Shih-t'ou and asked him, "What about someone who has no connection with the ten thousand dharmas?"
Shih-t'ou put his hand over the Layman's mouth, and the Layman had a sudden realization.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #2: Subtleties of Daily Life

One day Shih—t'ou said, "I've come to visit you. What have you been doing?"
The Layman said, "If you're asking what I do every day, there's nothing to say about it."
Shih-t'ou said, "What did you think you were doing before I asked you about it?"
The Layman made up a verse:
What I do every day
Is nothing special:
I simply stumble around.
What I do is not thought out,
Where I go is unplanned.
No matter who tries to leave their mark,
The hills and dales are not impressed.
Collecting firewood and carrying water
Are prayers that reach the gods.
Shih—t'ou approved, saying, "So, are you going to wear black or white?
The Layman said, "I will do whatever is best."
It came to pass that he never shaved his head to join the sangha.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #3: One Gulp

Afterward, the Layman went to Chiang—hsi to study with Ma-tsuI and asked him, "What about someone who has no connection with the ten thousand dharmas?"
Ma-tsu said, "I will tell you after you have drunk down the waters of the West River in one gulp."
The Layman understood the deep meaning implied,
and composed a verse:
With an empty mind
The examination is passed.
After he'd stayed with the Master for two years, he composed a verse:
The world over:
Men without wives,
Women without husbands;
Face to face,
Speaking of what is unborn.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #4: A Distinctly Authentic Person

At another time, the Layman asked Ma-tsu, "If you met someone who was a distinctly authentic person, how would you recognize him?"
Ma—tsu directed his gaze downward.
The Layman said, "Only you are able to play a tune on a stringless harp."
Ma-tsu looked up and the Layman bowed. Ma-tsu then returned to his room. The Layman followed him, saying, "Just now, I tried to trick you, but you made a fool out of me instead."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #6: One Vehicle

When the Layman arrived at Yueh—shan'sI place, Yueh— shan asked him, "Were you able to come all the way here by one vehicle?"2
The Layman said, "Although I‘was advised to choose an auspicious day to meet you, I have no idea how far I've come.','
Yueh—shan said, "The Layman has seen Shih—t'ou, has he not?"
The Layman said, "Shih—t'ou was never very crafty about revealing something or withholding something."3
Yueh-shan said, "If you will excuse me, this old abbot has some business to attend to."
As the Layman was preparing to leave,Yueh—shan said, "Actually, he was very crafty at revealing something or withholding something."
The Layman said, "Yes, but that craft was lost today in your question about-the one vehicle of our heritage."
Yueh-shan said, "So it was; so it was."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #7: Viewing the Snow

When the Layman decided to leave Yueh—shan's temple,I Yueh-shan instructed ten novice monks to escort him to the front gate. At that time, the Layman pointed to the falling snow and said, "The snow is so beautiful; each flake lands in the same place."
One among the group of monks asked, "Where do they fall?"
The Layman slapped him.
Another of the monks said, "Aren't you being a bit cheeky?"
The Layman'said, "What about you? Calling yourself a novice monk when Satan still has a hold on you."
The monk said, "What do you mean?"
The Layman slapped him also, and said, "Looking but not seeing; speaking but saying nothing."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #8: There You Are

When the Layman arrived at Ch'i-feng's place, he had only just entered the temple grounds when Ch'i-feng said, "The outsider enters the temple grounds so furtively. What could he be looking for?"
The Layman looked all around and said, "Is someone speaking to me? Is someone speaking to me?"
Ch'i-feng laughed, and the Layman said, "Oh, there you are!"
Ch'i-feng said, "I haven't said a word!"
The Layman said, "Then someone must be talking behind your back."
Ch'i-feng looked behind him and said, "Look! Look! There he goes!"
The Layman said, "The clever thief has made off with everything! The clever thief has made off with everything!"
Ch'i-feng did not reply.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #9: Front and Rear

One day when Ch'i—feng and the Layman had gone out for a walk, the Layman was a step ahead of Ch'i—feng and he said, "As I am a step ahead, I must be stronger than the teacher."
Ch'i-feng said, "It's not that I'm behind; it's just that senior citizens are allowed to go first."
The Layman said, "When someone has an afﬂiction, it is not Polite to mention their affliction."
Ch'i-feng said, "I'm afraid you're not content in your old age!"
The Layman said, "If I were not content about the af— flictions of old age, what'would you do to give me re- lief?"
Ch'i—feng said, "If I had a stick handy, I'd beat you until my arm hurt."
The Layman slapped Ch'i-feng, saying, "Just a small beating would do."
Ch'i-feng picked up a stick, but the Layman grabbed it from him and said, "Right here and right now, the thief has been robbed blind."
Ch'i—feng laughed and said, "Is it that I'm so dull, or that you are so sharp?"
The Layman clapped his hands and said, "Even-steven, even—steven."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #10: The Distance to the Mountaintop

On another day, the Layman asked Ch'i—feng, "Do you know how far it is from here to the top of the peak?"
Ch'i—feng said, "I'm not sure if you can really get there from here."
The Layman said, "If it were so awfully steep and treacherous, I wouldn't have asked about it."
Ch'i—feng said, "You tell me how far it is, then."
The Layman said, "One, two, three . . ."
Ch'i-feng said, "Four, five, six . . ."
The Layman said, "Why not 'seven'?"
Ch'i—feng said, "You say 'seven,' then I'll say 'eight.'"
The Layman said, "You've made it [to the top]."
Ch'i-feng said, "I've finally amounted to something!"
The Layman and Ch'i—feng both laughed and then went for a walk together.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #11: That Which Is Not Spoken

On another day, the Layman asked, "Will you not tellme something about what is at hand?"1
Ch'i-feng said, "I will, as soon as that old codger Mr. P'ang gets here."
The Layman said, "Aren't you up to it today?"
Ch'i—feng said, "That's a 'good question, but why are you asking me?"
The Layman said, "Well donelWell done!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #12: Meeting Ling-chao

One day, Master Tan—hsia T'ien—jan (Tanka Tennen) came to visit the Layman. He had just passed through the gate when he saw the Layman's daughter, Ling-chao, holding a basket of vegetables.
Tan—hsia said, "Is the Layman here or not?"
Ling—chao dropped the basket, stood up, and clasped her hands together on her chest.
Tan—hsia again asked, "Is the Layman here or not?"
Ling-chao picked up the basket and walked away, and Tan—hsia left.
When the Layman returned home, Ling-chao told him what had happened.
The Layman said, "Was it Tan-hsia?"
Ling—chao said, "He's gone now."
The Layman said, "You've spilled the milk. in the mud."
l3. Deaf and Dumb
Afterward, Tan—hsia went to visit the Layman again. When the Layman saw him approaching, he didn't stand up or say anything.
Tan-hsia held up his whisk.
The Layman held up a pestle [that he was holding].
Tan—hsia said, "That's it? Nothing else?"
The Layman said, "Now I see you have become a mas— ter. Things are not the same as they were before."
Tan—hsia said, "Don't be prejudiced by appearances."
The Layman said, "But you've already been put to the test once [when you came before]?"
Tan—hsia said, "I don't know why I said nothing then."
The Layman said, "It was your right to say nothing. When I am annoyed, I also say nothing."
Tan—hsia lowered his Whisk and turned to leave.
The Layman called to him, saying, "Brother Ian! Brother Ian!" but Tan—hsia did not turn around.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #14: The Layman and Mr. P'ang

On another day, Tan-hsia came to visit the Layman. As he entered the gateway they saw each other and Tan-hsia asked, "Is the Layman here or not?"
The Layman said, "He died of starvation while fasting."
Tan-hsia said, "Well, is old man P'ang here or not?"
The Layman said, "Oh my god! Oh my god!" and he went into his house.
Tan-hsia said, "Oh my god! Oh my god!" and left.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #15: The Eye of the Heritage

One day Tan-hsia asked the Layman, "How is today like yesterday when we met each other?"
The Layman said, "Yesterday we had to quibble about the dharma in order to open the eye of our heritage."
Tan-hsia said, "How would Mr. P'ang know when the eye of our heritage has opened?"
The Layman said, "I see from inside your eye."
Tan-hsia said, "But my eye is so narrow. How can you sequester yourself in there?"
The Layman said, "How can you say that your eye is narrow, or that I can't sequester myself in there?"
Tan-hsia hesitated, so the Layman said, "Can you not say a word that would complete our conversation?"
Tan-hsia again did not reply, and the Layman said, "No one can say it all in a word."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #16: The Head Scarf

One day the Layman came while Tan—hsia was in medita- tion. The Layman stood in front of him and clasped his hands on his chest [in greeting], but Tan-hsia did not look up. After a few minutes, the Layman moved away and took a seat. Tan-hsia then got up and stood in front of the Lay- man with his hands clasped to his chest. After a few min— utes, he turned to go into his room.
The Layman then said, "I come in and you go out. What's the matter?"
Tan-hsia said, "When this old man comes, he comes. When he goes, he goesThere's really nothing to it."
The Layman said, "Don't you have one iota of c0m- passion?"
Tan-hsia said, "This Chinaman just goes along to wherever he is led."
The Layman said, "When you are being led along, whatitakes hold of you?"
Tan-hsia then pulled off the Layman's head scarf.1 and said, "You look just like an old master to me."
The Layman grabbed his head scarf back and put it on Tan—hsia's head, saying, "And you look just like a young coolie to me."
Tan-hsia said, "Yes sir! Yes sir! Yes sir!"
The Layman said, "So, there is still a little of that old- time spirit left after all."
Tan-hsia took the Layman's head start off his head and said, "What a filthy old rag this is!"
The Layman said, "Yes sir! Yes sir! Yes sir!"
Tan—hsia said, "The attempt to maintain the old—time spirit has been long forgotten."
The Layman snapped his fingers three times and said, "Heaven and Earth have changed places!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #17: Seven and One

One day, when Tan—hsia saw the Layman coming, he took a step backward.
The Layman said, "What? Have you forgotten your- self? Where is that usual indomitable look?"
Tan—hsia sat down in meditation.
The Layman stood in front of him and wrote the number 7 on the ground with his staff, then wrote the number 7 underneath it, saying, "The seven is seen as one, and when the one is seen, the seven is forgotten."
Tan-hsia then stood up.
The Layman said, "Please sit a while longer and com— pose a second line for my verse."
Tan—hsia said, "What more can be added to that?"
The Layman then shouted three times and left.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #18: Making Waves

One day, the Layman was out for a walk with Tan-hsia when they came upon a deep, clear pond.
The Layman gestured toward it and said, "Consider this! Can you devise a way- to make use of this?"
Tan—hsia said, "This is obvious! A way to use this can't be devised."
The Layman then splashed the water onto Tan-hsia twice.
Tan-hsia said, "Stop this! Stop this!"
The Layman said, "You asked for this! You asked for this!"
Tan-hsia then splashed the Layman three times, saying, "So, now what else are you going to do with‘this?"
The Layman said, "There's nothing left to do."
Tan—hsia said, "There aren't many who have such luck."
The Layman said, "Who has had such luck?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #19: Potent Instruction

One day the Layman and the priest Pai-ling met each other on the road.
Pai—ling said, "Aren't you the Layman who long ago received some potent instruction from Shih-t'ou that, even now, many monks still quibble over?"
The Layman said, "Are they still quibbling over that?"
Pai—ling said, "Who is all the quibbling about?"
The Layman pointed to himself and said, "Mr. P'ang."
Pai-ling said, "So, then! I have someone right here in front of me who can tell me all about Manjushri and Su— bhuti, do I?"
The Layman then asked him, "Is the Master someone who has knowledge about this (potent instruction)?"
Pai-ling put his hat back on and continued on his way.
The Layman said, "Happy trails!" but Pai—ling did not look back.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #20: Speaking and Not Speaking

One day Pai-ling asked the Layman, "Both speaking about it and not speaking about it are unavoidable. So can you tell me simply, how do you not avoid speaking about it?"
The Layman winked at him.
Pai-ling said, "Nothing could be more sublime than that."
The Layman said, "So the teacher is someone who gives false compliments, is he?"
Pai-ling said, "Who doesn't? Who doesn't?"
The Layman bowed and left.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #21: What Did You Say?

One day Pai-ling was doing meditation in his room when the Layman came into the temple.
As the Layman passed by his room, Pai-ling suddenly grabbed him and said, "People of the present day talk about it, and people of former times talked about it.What does the Layman have to say about it?"
The Layman slapped him.
Pai—ling said, "At least, you did say something."
The layman said, "Where is the transgression in WhatI said?"
Pai—ling said, "It's in your hand, of course."
The Layman drew closer to him and said, "Take a close look, at my hand."
Pai-ling bowed.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #22: The Eyes

One day the Layman questioned Pai—ling, asking, "Can people avoid talking about what they see with their eyes?"
Pai-ling said, "Howican it be avoided?"
The Layman said, '"By knowing instantly! By knowing instantly!"
Pai—ling said, "The carefree man is never beaten by the stick."
The Layman twirled around, saying, "Beat me! Beat me!"
Pai—ling reached down and grabbed a stick, but the Lay- man snatched it from him and said, "So! Can you avoid seeing me?"
Pai—ling did not reply.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #23: Haggling Over a Basket

One day, when the Layman went to Visit Master Ta—t'ung P'u-chi (Daido Fuzai), he held up a bamboo basket and said, "MasterTa—t'ung! Master Ta—t'ung!"
When P'u-chi did not respond, the Layman said, "The Master's place is where the lineage of Shih-t'ou resides. Has the ice thawed and have the chunks floated away?"
P'u-chi said, "I don't want to quibble with old man P'ang about the obvious."
The Layman put down the basket and said, "Isn't it bet- ter to receive a scrap of knowledge than a bit of cash?"
P'u-chi said, "Even though he knows I haven't a bit of cash, he still wants to haggle over it."
The Layman did a little dance. and started to leaVe when P'u-chi picked up the bamboo basket and said, "Layman!"
When the Layman turned around, P'u-chi did a little dance and left.
The Layman clapped his hands and said, "We're agreed!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #24: Speaking Words

One day, P'u—chi asked the Layman, "In former days and in present times, there have been very few people who have been able to refrain from talking about it. Right now, can the old man refrain from it?"
The Layman responded with a deep sigh.
P'u—chi repeated the question and the Layman said, "I just told you."
P'u—chi repeated the question again and the Layman said, "I just told you."
P'u-chi said, "Not only right now, but in former times, people have said as much."
The Layman did a little dance and left.
P'u-chi said, "Such craziness is of our own creation,
but is there anyone who can get the point of it?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #25: A Word from the Womb

One day, when P'u—chi had come to Visit him, the Layman asked him, "I would like to call the Master's attention to the time he was in his mother's womb.I Without relying on reasoning,'can anything be said about it?"
P'u-chi said, "At birth we are removed from it."
The Layman said, "Please say something that does not rely on reasoning."
P'u-chi said, "I am not disposed to quibble over words with argumentative people."
The Layman said, "But if the Master's experience is clearly expressed, how could anyone argue with it?"
P'u-chi said, "Your ‘not relying on reasoning' itself re- lies on reasoning." '
The Layman said, "Now we are not only one birth but two births removed from it."
P'u-chi said, "A monk with his head buried in his bowl of gruel is getting the only'point he's supposed to get." The Layman snapped his fingers three times.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #26: Open or Closed?

One day, when the Layman came to visit him, P'u—chi saw him coming and closed the door to his room, saying, "I don't care to see old man know-it—all today."
The Layman said, "Sitting alone and talking to your— self, you won't offend anyone, eh?"
P'u-chi started to open the door to come outside when the Layman grabbed it from him and slid it open, saying, "So, who's the know—it—all? The Master or me?"
P'u-chi said, "Setting aside the question of who's the know-it-all, as the door slides back and forth, how do you know whether it is open or closed?"
The Layman said, "This is the kind of question that chokes the life out of people."
P'u-chi laughed and the Layman said, "You've been playing me for a fool all along!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #27: Not Violating the True Self

When the Layman arrived at Zen Master Ch'ang—tzu's place, the monks were assembling for a discourse as he entered the temple grounds.
The Layman stood outside as the monks approached the lecture hall and said, "Each of you would do well to speak from your own experience."
As Ch'ang-tzu addressed the assembly, the Layman stood to the right side of the dais.
When the discourse was finished, a monk asked, "Could the Master please speak without violating his true self?"
Ch'ang—tzu said, "Are you acquainted with Mr. P'ang?"
The monk said, "I am not acquainted with him."
Thereupon, the Layman grabbed the monk by the lapels and said, "Is it that hard [to be acquainted with me]? Is it that hard?"
The monk could not reply, and the Layman let go of him.
Later, Ch'ang-tzu asked the Layman, "Would it be worthwhile taking the stick to that monk?"
The Layman said, "What have you been waiting for?"
Ch'ang—tzu said, "The Layman only knows how to work with an awl; he doesn't know how to work with a chisel."
The Layman said, "Then you wouldn't say something meaningful to a person if someone else overheating it couldn't understand it?"
Ch'ang-tzu said, "Why wouldn't someone else understand it?"
The Layman said, "The Master only knows how to work with a chisel; he doesn't know how to work with an awl."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #28: Why Don't You Say Something?

While having tea with the priest Sung-shan, the Layman held up the serving tray with the teacups on it and said, "Each person has a full share, so why don't they say anything about it?"
Sung—shan said, "It is just that each person has a full share that they say nothing about it."
The Layman said, "Why doesn't my elder brother say something about it?"
Sung-shan said, "What is there to say about it?"
The Layman said, "It's obvious! It's obvious!"
Sung-shan then took a drink of tea.
The Layman said, "My elder brother drinks his tea without saluting his guest."
Sung—shan said, "Who is that?"
The Layman said, "Mr. P'ang!"
Sung—shan said, "What more of a salute would you like?"
Afterward, Tan—hsia' heard about thisand said, "Sung—shan is someone who can confuse the old man before he can hoist one [cup of tea]."
Upon hearing this, the Layman called someone to take his reply to Tan-hsia and said, "What's the point of meeting if we never clink our cups?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #29: The Ox Doesn't Know

One day, when the Layman and Sung-shan were out for a walk, they saw an ox plowing the fields. The Layman pointed to the ox and said, "He's having the time of his life, but he doesn't know anything about it."
Sung-shan said, "That is, unless Mr. P'ang wants to bring the issue to his attention."
The Layman said, "My master always said he never knew What he was doing."
Sung—shan said, "Since I'never saw Shih-t'ou, it would be better if I didn't say anything about it."
The Layman said, "What would you have to say after you'd seen him?"
Sung—shan clapped his hands three times.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #30: Sung-shan's Staff

One day, when the Layman arrived at Sung—shan's place, he saw that Sung—shan was hewing a staff, so he said, "What's that in your hand?"
Sung—shan said, "The time has come when this old monk cannot even take one step without support from this."
The Layman said, "Even though it has come to this, don't you still have some vitality left?"
Sung—shan then struck the Layman with the staff.
The Layman said, "Put down that staff for a moment and let me ask you something."
Sung—shan put down the staff and the Layman said, "Doesn't this old Chinaman have anything to say about what I just asked him?"
Sung-shan let out a shout.
The Layman'said, "From out of the clear blue, suffer— ing arises."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #31: Yellow Leaves and Green Leaves

One day, when the Layman and Sung—shan were out for a walk, they saw some monks picking greens, and Sung-shan said, "The yellow leaves arediscarded while the green leaves are taken."
The Layman said, "Without noticing yellow or green, what do you make of it?"
Sung—shan said, "It's fine with me."
The Layman said, "Being either guest or hostI can be difficult."
Sung—shan said, '"What is brought into this world is compelled by something beyond."
The Layman said, "This is so for all of us, is it not?"
Sung-shan said, "So it is. So it is."
The Layman said, "Consequently, without noticing yellow or green, it is difficult to say anything."
Sung—shan laughed and said, "So, are you finished talk- ing about this?"
The Layman bowed to the assembled monks [picking greens].
Sung—shan said, "The assembly invites your participation."
The Layman then left.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #32: Sung—shan's Ruler

One day, when Sung—shan was chatting with the Layman, he suddenly picked up a ruler that was on the table and said, "Do you see this?"
The Layman said, "I see it!"
Sung—shan said, "What do you see?"
The Layman said, "Sung—shan."
Sung—shan said, "Can you say it without speaking?"
The Layman said, "You're the one who's quibbling about not speaking."
Sung—shan put down the ruler, and the Layman said, "To have a head with no tail is regrettable."
Sung—shan said, "It is not so. Today the old man won't get there by speaking."
The Layman said, "Get to where?"
Sung—shan said, "To where there is a head but no tail."
The Layman said, "Being something [form] is the akness of strength; being nothing [emptiness] is the strength of weakness."
Sung—shan put his arm around the Layman and said, "You're always in an unspeakable place, aren't you, old man?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #33: Don't Tell Someone What to Do

The Layman asked the priest Pen—hsi,I "What do you make of Tan—hsia and the attendant who was hit?"
Pen-hsi said, "An old man can tell whether someone measures up or not."
The Layman said, "Since I practiced together with the teacher, may I put forward a question?"
Pen—hsi said, "As you wish, please bring up an issue and I Will evaluate it with you."
The Layman said, "Even for an old man, it isn't right to tell someone what they should or shouldn't do."
Pen—hsi said, "You should have respect for your elders."
The Layman said, "Oh, forgive me! Forgive me!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #34: Is This So, or Not?

One day, Pen—hsi saw the Layman coming and stared at him for a long time.The Layman then drew a circle on the ground with his staff; Pen—hsi came forward and stood in the circle.
The Layman said, "Is thisI so, or not?"
Pen—hsi then drew a circle on the ground in front of the. Layman, and the Layman stood inside it.
Pen—hsi said, "Is this so, or not?"
The Layman threw down his staff and simply stood there.
Pen-hsi said, "You came with a staff. Are you leaving Without it?"
The Layman said, "I am content here in the circle. Stare all you want; there's nothing 'to see."
Pen-hsi clapped his hands and said, "How extraordinary! He's not here anymore."
The Layman picked up his staff and left. Pen-hsi said, "Don't forget the way back!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #35: The Plum's Core

The Layman went to visit Zen Master Ta—mei. As they were about to exchange greetings, the Layman said, "It has taken a while for the big plum tree to mature. I wonder if any of the plums are ripe yet?"
Ta—mei said, "Go ahead and try one."
The Layman said, "How completely unique!"
Ta—mei opened his arms wide and said, "You've gotten to the core!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #36: Dining Etiquette

When the Layman went to Zen Master Ta-yu's place on Mount Fu-yang, they sat down for lunch together. Just as the Layman was about to serve himself from one of the pots, Ta-yu grabbed his arm and said, "The Vimalakirti Sutra speaks about the mind being nourished by whatever is given. Your action [of serving yourself] betrays this. Does the Layman go along with it or not?"
The Layman said, "Didn't Subhuti get his fill at that moment?"
Ta-yu said, "But we're not talking about him."
The Layman said, "When I put food in my mouth, everyone is given sustenance."
Ta—yu then stopped eating.
The Layman said, "Please! Finish What you were saying."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #37: Fundamental Truth

Another time, the Layman asked Ta—yu, "In order to help others attain it, Master Ma—tsu dwelt in the fundamental reality. Did he pass this on to you or not?"
Ta-yu said, "Since I have never spoken with him, how could I know anything about his fundamental reality?"
The Layman said, "Then you havenothing to report about this experience?"
Ta-yu said, "I don't have one word to give to the Layman on the subject."
The Layman said, "If the teacher would be forsaking the heritage by giving me one word about it, perhaps he can describe it to me in two or three words."
Ta-yu said, "That it can't be described is exactly what the fundamental reality is all about."
The Layman clapped his hands and left.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #38: Old and Young

When the Layman was Visiting with him, the priest Tse-ch'uan asked, "Is it true that you grasped Shih—t'ou's teaching the first time you met him, or not?"
The Layman said, "What sort of gossip has the teacher heard about this?"
Tse—ch'uan said, "What is known instantly, but takes a long time to fully realize, is a gradual process."
The Layman said, "Old Tse-ch'uan is much further along in years than Mr. P'ang."
Tse-ch'uan said, "But we are both here wrangling over this issue."
The Layman said, "Surely the youthful Mr. P'ang will prevail over the teacher."
Tse—ch'uan said, "Even though you may prevail, you'd still be wearing that silly head scarf."
The Layman removed his head scarf and said, "Now I look just like the teacher." Tse-ch'uan laughed heartily.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #39: The Intangible Dharma Body

One day, while the Layman and Tse—ch'uan were having tea, the Layman said,. "The dharma body is intangible. Can the teacher see mine or not?"
Tse-ch'uan said, "It is not for this old monk to say anything about that of which you speak."
The Layman said, "That a question has an answer is the normal way of things."
Tse-ch'uan just sipped his tea as if he didn't hear any— thing, so the Layman said, "Don't be so obtuse! I'm just asking a simple question."
Tse—ch'uan ignored him.
The Layman then raised his voice and said, "The old Chinaman is so impolite! I thought I was talking to some- one who could see with both eyes!"
Tse—ch'uan threw out the rest of his tea and went to his room.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #40: Host and Guest

One day, the Layman arrived while Tse—ch'uan was meditating in his room. The Layman said, "If you simply stay in your room, absorbed in meditation, how can you know when a monk has come to see you?"
Tse-ch'uan uncrossed one leg.
The Layman turned to leave, but after taking a few steps he turned back around. Tse—ch'uan then recrossed his leg.
The Layman said, "Do you call this 'freely being your— self'"?
Tse-ch'uan said, "I am being the host."
The Layman said, "The elder teacher only knows how to be the host. He doesn't know how to be the guest."
Tse—ch'uan then called to his attendant to bring some tea, and the Layman did a little dance and left.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #41: Hot and Cold

When he arrived at Zen Master Lo—p'u's place, after he had bowed in greeting, the Layman said, "Sweating in the heat by May and shivering in the cold by October."
Lo—p'u said, "What's wrong with that?"
The Layman said, "Mr. P'ang is getting along in years."
Lo—p'u said, "Why not just acknowledge that it's cold when it's cold and it's hot when it's hot?"
The Layman said, "What do you say about old age, then?"
Lo—p'u said, "I'll spare you from twenty blows [of the stick]."
The Layman said, "My speech may be getting a little slurred, but your eyesight is failing."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #42: Tan—hsia's Activities

When the Layman went to the priest Shih—lin's place, Shih—lin saw him coming and held up his whisk, saying, "Without using any of Tan-hsia's actions can you say something [about him] that is to the point?"
The Layman grabbed the whisk from Shih-lin's hand, then quickly offered it back to him again.
Shih-lin said, "This is an action of Tan-hsia."
The Layman said, "Have you lost the use of your eyes so you can't tell who I am?"
Shih-lin said, "Tan—hsia's speech is slurred and the Layman is hard of hearing."
The Layman said, "Clearly!"
Shih-lin did not reply, so the Layman said, "Weren't you going on about something just now?"
Shih-lin did not reply.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #43: Say It Succinctly

One day, Shih-lin questioned the Layman, saying, "There's something I must ask. Does the Layman ever say anything succinctly?"
The Layman said, "Could you please tell me exactly what it is you're quibbling about?"
Shih—lin said, "I just asked you to say something succinctly."
The Layman said, "Doesn't your question presume someone is going to understand it [when I say it]?"
Shih—lin covered his ears.
The Layman said, "How concise! How concise!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #44: It's Indescribable

One day, Shih-lin and the Layman were having tea. Just as the Layman was about to take a sip, Shih—lin held his arm back and said, "What does it taste like?"
The Layman said, "It's indescribable."
Shih-lin said, "Surely you can compare it to something."
The Layman pulled his sleeve from Shih-lin's grasp, got up from his seat, and said, "It's wholly unique."
Shih-lin said, "So old P'ang knows what it's like, then."
The Layman turned to leave, and Shih—lin said, "It's wholly unique."
The Layman did not reply, so Shih—lin said, "Finally, you're speechless!"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #45: Respected Mountain

When the Layman visited Zen Master Yang—shan he asked him, "People are always paying respect to the mountain. Now that I'm here, I wonder if the mountain reciprocates."
Yang-shan held up his whisk.
The Layman'said, "Clearly!"
Yang—shan said, "The respect is reciprocated."
The Layman slapped the wooden post next to him and said, "Though this wood post is not human, it can still bear witness."
Yang—shan then put down his whisk and said, "Wherever we may go, our only duty is to be respectful."

Sayings of Layman P'ang #46: Wild Fox Zen

When the Layman went to visit the Taoist Ku-yin, Ku—yin asked him, "Who are you?"
The Layman raised his staff.
Kujyin said, "But this is only the act of raising something up."
The Layman loWered his staff, but Ku-yin said nothing.
The Layman said, "You only know about the act of something being raised up. You don't know about the meaning of its being raised up."
Ku-yin said, "What is the meaning of its being raised up?"
The Layman raised his staff.
Ku—yin said, "This is frivolous."
The Layman said, "How sad that I can't perform any better for my lord."
Ku—yin said, "I am a person who has but one activity. I don't need to lift things up or put them down. I have no use for repartee or idle chatter. If the Layman is to confront me, how will he do it?"
The Layman said, "Where shall the confrontation occur?"
Ku—yin then grabbed the Layman by the lapels.
The Layman said, "Is this all there is to it or not?" Then, after a moment, he spat in Ku—yin's face.
Ku—yin did not reply.
The Layman then composed a verse:
In glittering noonday waters,
There are no fish to catch.
When my 'lord sees there are no fish,
He may know they are laughing at his plight.
How sad that Ku—yin hooked onto his elder Zen brother
And had to get spat upon in order to realize his foolishness.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #47: Reading the Sutras

When the Layman was lying down on the meditation platform reading sutras, a monk saw him and said, "Doesn't the Layman know that he should maintain proper posture when reading the sutras?"
The Layman propped up one leg.
The monk said nothing.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #48: Accepting Charity

One day, the Layman was selling his bamboo wares in the market in the town of Hung—chou when he saw a monk on his ritual begging rounds. The Layman held out a coin for him, saying, "Can you tell me about the teaching of not being ungrateful for Whatever is handed out to you? If you can say something, I will give you this coin."
The monk did not reply, so the Layman said, "You ask me the question and I'll answer it for you."
The monk said, "What is the teaching of not being ungrateful for whatever is handed out to you?"
The Layman said, "Hardly anyone can accept it." Then he added, "Do you understand?"
The monk said, "I don't understand."
The Layman said, "Who is it that hasn't understood?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #49: Where the Path Leads

One day the Layman saw a young boy herding oxen and asked him, "Where does this path we're following lead to?"
The boy said, "I don't know where it goes."
The Layman said, "Aren't you herding the oxen?"
The boy said, ‘They live in these fields."
The Layman said, "What time of day is it anyway?"
The boy said, "It's time to take the oxen to pasture."
The Layman laughed heartily.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #50: The Message of the Diamond Sutra

The Layman dropped in at a temple where a priest was giving a public lecture on the Diamond Sutra. When the priest came to the part that says "There is no I and there is no other," the Layman asked the priest, "About the part that says, ‘There is no I and there is no other,' who then is lecturing now and who is listening to it?"
The priest did not reply, so the Layman said, "I am only a layperson, but I have a rough idea about the teaching involved."
The priest said, "So what are the Layman's thoughts about it?"
The Layman then composed a verse:
"There is no I and there is no other."
How can there be intimacy or estrangement?
I recommend giving up trying to get there by meditation,
But rather, directly seizing the reality at hand.
The message of the Diamond Sutra is:
Nothing is excluded from our experienced world.
From beginning to end,
It inevitably exposes our false identities.
Upon hearing this verse, the priest was delighted and expressed his gratitude.
Wherever the Layman went, Whether it was a place he frequented or was just passing through, his actions were always appropriate to the situation. He was always unpredictable and spontaneous.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #51: Three Views of Hard and Easy

One day, while the Layman was meditating in his sitting hut, he suddenly cried out, "It's hard, hard, hard! And I've put ten coats of linseed oil on this platform, too!"
His Wife said, "It's easy, easy, easy! Just turn your eyes to the floor, lower your feet to it, and be on your way!"
Ling-chao said, "It's neither hard nor easy! The mind of the Patriarchs is in every blade of grass?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #52: Three—Stanza Poem

At the beginning of the Yuan—he period, the Layman moved into a cottage he built on the north bank of the Hsiang River. He worked with his daughter, Ling—chao, making bamboo baskets. They were together morning and night. The Layman had a verse that went:
The mind is like a reflection in a mirror:
Though it is insubstantial, it is not nonexistent.
What is, we have no control over;
And what isn't, is ephemeral.
Aren't the esteemed sages
Just regular people who've resolved this matter?
There are changes upon changes.
Once the five components are clearly seen,
The diverse things in the world are joined into one.
How can there be two formless dharma bodies?
Once compulsive desires are eliminated and insight comes,
There are no thoughts about where the promised land may lie.
The will to survive must be killed off.
Once it is killed off, there will be peace of mind.
When the mind integrates this,
An iron ship has been made to float.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #53: Each Blade of Grass Is Clear—Cut

One day, while they were meditating, the Layman turned to Ling-chao and said, "There is a man of old who said, ‘Each blade of grass is clear—cut, the mind of the Patriarchs is clear—cut.' What is your understanding of this?"
Ling-chao said, "Our old friend has said it well."
The Layman said, "But what about you?"
Ling—chao said, "Each blade of grass is clear—cut, the mind of the Patriarchs is clear—cut."
The Layman laughed.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #54: Helping Someone Up

Once, when the Layman was on his way to sell his bamboo baskets, he stumbled and fell while crossing over a bridge. When Ling-chao saw this, she came to her father's side and fell on the ground.
The Layman said, "What are you doing?"
Ling-chao said, "I saw you had fallen, so I came to lend you a hand."
The Layman said, "But who can see what there is to take hold of?"

Sayings of Layman P'ang #55: The Layman's Death

When the Layman was in his final days, he called Ling- chao to him and said, "As the day turns from morning to night, can it be said when it has reached halfway [when it is noon]?"
Ling-chao went into the garden and said, "It is midday, yet there is some obscurity."
When he went outside, the Layman saw Ling—chao sitting in meditation on his meditation bench, but she had died. The layman laughed and said, "My girl has fitted the arrowhead to the shaft."
After a week had gone by, Governor Yu came to inquire about the Layman's illness, and the Layman recited a verse:
Our hollow desires
Comprise what is something [form].
The awareness that has no substance
Comprises what is nothing [emptiness].
A good day in the world
Is but a side effect.
After reciting the verse, the Layman laid his head in the governor's lap and passed away. Later, according to the Layman's wishes, his body was cremated and the ashes were scattered in the river.
Monks and laypeople alike mourned the Layman's passing, and he was posthumously given the sangha name Wei-ma (Yuima). The Layman's legacy included over three hundred poems that are in circulation in the world.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #56: Tan-hsia's Rosary

One day, while Tan-hsia was holding a rosary in his hand, the Layman came up to him and grabbed hold of it, saying, "Now neither of us is empty—handed."
Tan—hs'ia said, "The covetous old man doesn't know right from wrong."
The Layman said, "But the Master has yet to give testimony for my arrest. What will he say when it comes down to it?"
Tan-hsia said, "Oh, boo—hoo! Boo—hoo!"
The Layman said, "What a crybaby the Master is!"
Tan—hsia said, "Where's my stick?"
The Layman said, "You wouldn't beat an old man, would you?"
Tan-hsia said, "A Chinaman who's numb to pain deserves to be beaten mercilessly."
The Layman said, "Have you no other means to make me give up possession?"
Tan—hsia then let go of the rosary and walked away.
The Layman said, "Stop, thief! How can someone steal what is freely given?"
Tan—hsia turned around and laughed heartily.
The Layman said, "So! The thief has been caught out!"
Tan-hsia then came up to the Layman and grabbed him by the lapels, saying, "Do you have anything else up your sleeve?"
The Layman slapped him.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #57: Pen-hsi and the Skull

The priest pen-hsi asked the Layman, "Do you have a word to say about Bodhidharma's coming from the West?"
The Layman said, "Does anyone remember it?"
Pen—hsi said, "How can you say the spirit of it hasn't been remembered?"
The Layman said, "How can I know about ancient times? I don't even know East from West."
Pen-hsi said, "But it's happening right now."
The Layman said, "I can't find a word for it."
Pen-hsi said, "Wise men of former times have talked about it and shed light on it for others."
The Layman said, "My teacher has very sharp eyes."
Pen—hsi said, "So it is, when you begin to talk about the ineffable!"
The Layman said, "Maybe there's something your eye doesnt see."
Pen—hsi said, "You can't quibble about my eyesight in the noonday sun!"
The Layman said, "It goes right through my skull."
Pen—hsi said, "So you've noticed it, then."
The Layman said, "What could this Chinaman possibly have that is unique?"
Pen-hsi returned to his room.

Sayings of Layman P'ang #58: Mrs. P'ang Goes Back

Mrs. P'ang happened to enter Lu-men Temple during mealtime.
The gatekeeper called out for her to go back outside.
Mrs. P'ang took the comb out of her hair and swept up her footprints behind her with her trailing long hair, saying, "I've gone back," and left.

